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1. INTRODUCTION

TheDraftInitial Study/Mitigated Negative Declarati¢Draft|IS/MND)for the Madera Station Relocation
Project (Projectyvascirculatedfor public review orOctoberl4, 2020 througiNovember 162020 A
total of four comment letters wereeceived as well agightcomments duringwo online public
meetings (in the form ofvebinarg held on November 3020 Additionally two comments submitted
via the Project wepagewere receved

Thisappendixis aganized into hreeparts: 1) responses toomment lettersreceived during theublic
review period 2) responses to oral comments receiveating bothpubliconline webinarson November
5, 2020 and 3) responses to comments received via the Projetipage Written responses are
presented for all commentreceived during theublic review period. Eaatommentletter, webinar
comment andProjectwebpage commeniave been assigned a number code, and individual comments
in each letter have alsbeen caled to facilitate responses. For example, the letter fran Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control Distriist identified & Comment Lettef3, with comments noted a3-1, 3-2,
etc. Copies of each comment letter are provided prior to each responggs Appendix The comment
letters are organized chronologically. Comments that present opinions about the project oaibat
issues not directly related to the substance of the environmental analysis iDréfe|S/MNDare noted
but are not required to reciwe a detailed responséll comment lettersonlinewebinar commentsand
Project webpage commenteceivedare listed in Table 1.

Table 1. List of All Comments Received
ID From AgencyContact Page
Comment Letter #1 Angel Reyna, President MaderaCommunity College 2
Comment Letter 2 Marven E. Norman, Executive Directorl Inland Empire Biking Alliance 4
Comment Letter 8 Arnaud MarjolletDirector of Permit San Joaquin Valley Air Polluti¢ 12
Services Control District
H. Madrigal Lieutenant Commander Department of California 29
Highway Patrol

Comment Letter #

Webinar Comment #1 | Cherie Clark cherie.clark@valleyair.org 33
Webinar Comment #2 | Lavida Nash teachthattrick@hotmail.com 34
Webinar Comment #3 | Lavida Nash teachthattrick@hotmail.com 35
Webinar Comment #4 | Lavida Nash teachthattrick@hotmail.com 35
Webinar Comment #5 | Troy Hightower thightower@tdhintl.net 37
Webinar Comment& | Lavida Nash teachthattrick@hotmail.com 37
Webinar Comment# | Troy Hightower thightower@tdhintl.net 37
Webinar Comment& | Lavida Nash teachthattrick@hotmail.com 37
WebpageComment #1 | Dennis Holschlag hold26@hotmail.com 38
WebpageComment #2 | Juan Calderon juanjcalderon07@aol.com 38

2. RESPONSEO COMMENIETTERS

A total offour comment letters were received during the public review period of the Draft ISIMND for

this Project.
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C Comment Letter 1
MADERA
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
November 4, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of Madera Community College, we would like to submit the following into the record
regarding the Madera Station Relocation:

We recently became the newest Community College in the California system and are the only higher
education institution in Madera County. As a result of us becoming a full-fledged college, we will be able
to offer athletics at our institution. We understand the current pandemic will limit our ability to move in
this direction for now, but have plans to do so in the future. The ability to offer athletics will bring
additional students and activities to our campus which will contribute to a higher volume of individuals
on our campus. In the previous five years we saw our enrollment increase from 5,335 students in 2014-
2015 school year to 7,889 students in the 2019-20 school year. This semester we had our highest
enrollment to date with over 4,700 students, which is roughly about a 500-student increase from fall
2019. If we take into account our enrollment for the upcoming spring semester, enroliment could easily
exceed 8,000 students for the current academic year.

Additionally, we anticipate our enroliment will continue to increase as we have two new facilities
coming online at our campus via the Measure C bond. In January of 2020, we had a ribbon cutting for
our Center for Agriculture and Technology (CAT) building, which was the first Measure C project to be
completed. This building will allow us to offer more programs/courses in welding, plant science,
maintenance and agricultural technology. The CAT building is roughly 10,000 square feet in size. The
1-1 second Measure C project funded for our campus is Academic Village I, which will be about a 35,000
square foot project. This project is currently scheduled to be completed by fall of 2022. Academic Village
Il (AV-2) will allow us to increase our ability to serve more students. Our Nursing Program will be
relocated into AV-2 and provide us with the ability to expand the number of students in the program.
We recently hired an engineering faculty in anticipation that this program will have space in AV-2 to
allow us to grow this program. As we grow with new programs and courses, AV-2 will have a larger
library, computer lab, tutoring center and additional offices for faculty and staff.

Overall, we want to convey that our college has been growing and anticipate that it will continue to
grow given our trends and new facilities. Please free to connect with me should you have any questions
or need clarification based on information in this letter.

Respectfully,

Angel Reyna

President

30277 Avenue 12, Madera, CA 93638  (559) 675-4800 » www.maderacenter.com
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Comment Letterl
Angel Reyna, President
Madera Community College

Responsd-1

Theletter submitted by Angel Reyna, President of the Madera Community Calteggenot specifically

make a comment on the content of the Draft IS/MND or on the environmental protasdetter
containsinformation aboutrecentachievementand projectedgoak within their institution These
achievements and goals combine Witklyleadto anincreasein the number of students that will

attend. The Draft ISS/MND makes note of the consistency of the Project with the giohls Madera

College Center Specifitan in the Land Use evaluation and also discusses linkages between the Project
and the Madera Community College in the Draft IS/Md#ation 1 lfitroduction) and Section 317
(Transportation. Thecomment is acknowledged for the record
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Jr— -} Comment Letter 2

Y& BIKING ALLIANCE

20 October 2020

Dan Leavitt
San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority

949 East Channel Street
Stockton, CA 95202

Re: Madera Station Relocation Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH
#2020109008)

Dear Dan Leavitt,

I am writing on behalf of the Inland Empire Biking Alliance in response to the IS/MND which has
been released forthe Madera Station Relocation Project (“Project™) that is being proposed in Madera.
After reviewing the documents which have been prepared, I have the following comments regarding
what is proposed.

2-1 0 Asabike advocacy organization, our biggest concern is for access of the station by bicyclists. Based
on the drawings and information which is included in the documentation, we believe that this Project
leaves a lot on the table in terms of providing reasonable access to the site. This is especially
concerning because this Project is to construct a train station. A strong link and great access between
bicycles and trains creates a virtuous cycle which improves usage of both modes, but it requires
making the investment to provide seamless access and integration between the two modes.

Worryingly, the MND indicates that such a connection is not being invested in by this Project at any
point. Section 2.2.5 Access Road indicates that there not even sidewalks or bike lanes would be
included in the Phase 1 construction. And while section 2.3.5 indicates that Phase 2 would construct
(presumably Class IT) bike lanes and sidewalks along the access road, we are concerned that even
though provided with what is effectively a blank canvas, that the opportunity for providing the best
possible bike connection is not being utilized.

I Earlier this year, Caltrans released its version of contextual bikeway guidance!, joining the Federal
2-3 Highway Administration> and NACTO? in providing resources which can be used to plan and

1 Flournoy, M. (2020). Contextual Guidance for the Selection of Bicycle Facilities. Retrieved from https://dot.ca.gov/-
/media/dot-media/programs/transportation -planning /documents/office-of-smar t-mobility-and-climatechange/
planning-contextual-guidance-memo-03-11-20-ally.pdf.

2 Schultheiss, B., Goodman, D., Blackburn, L., Wood, A., Reed,D., & Elbech, M., (2019). Bikeway Selection Guide (FHWA -
SA-18-077).Federal Highway Administration: Washington, DC. Retrieved from
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasal8077.pdf.

3 NACTO (2017). Designing for all ages & abilities: Contextual guidance for high-comfort bicycle facilities. National
Association of City Transportation Officials. Retrieved from https://nacto.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/NACTO_Designing-for-All-Ages-Abilities.pdf.

P.0. BOX 8636 Redlands, CA 92375 www.iebike.org 951.394.3223
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